
Marlborough: Telling the 
Story

Natural Resource Inventory Update



What is a natural resources inventory (NRI)?

● Compiles and describes 

important, naturally 

occurring resources within a 

given locality.

●  Two basic purposes:

○ to provide the building 

blocks for 

comprehensive 

land-use and 

conservation planning;

○ to allow natural 

resource information 

to be included in local 

planning and zoning.



What is a Scenic Resource?
● Routes, landscapes, and places

that are publicly accessible
● Have features and vistas of all

kinds that contribute to a
community’s character and
aesthetic quality

● Sometimes provide
tourism-related economic
opportunities



Identified Natural 
Resources
Series of criteria used:

● Historic Sites;
● Farmland;
● Ecological Value;
● Visibility from Public Space;
● Borders High-Volume Road;
● Road Frontage Ratio;
● Proximity to Already-Preserved Parcels;
● Parcel Size;
● Land Value;
● Parcel Grade
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The Scenic Resources of Marlborough

Agricultural:

     Historic & Cultural:





Conservation Strategies 

Easement:

● Alternative to outright purchasing land;

● Give up a right (such as: the right to

occupy, lease, sell, and develop) to

conserve it.

● Retain ownership.

● Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)

● Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)



Conservation Strategies 
Zoning

● “Hamlet floating zone” district

● Reflect design and development patterns of

traditional hamlets

● Preserve the architectural character of the

area

Historic Preservation

● National/State Historic Registry to assess

preserve older buildings

● Highlight historic structures through

markers and signs by the road to encourage

drivers to pull over



Conservation Strategies

Parks Creation

● Scenic Hudson has created or enhanced 

parks throughout the Hudson River Valley.

● Protect open spaces and historic resources.
● This option should be considered for the 

Old Reservoir parcel, as well as Quimby 

Farm










